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CONSULT COMMUNITIES
ON NEW PLANNING
National planning changes
could spell disaster say
local Liberal Democrats
The Government has recently been
consulting on major changes to the
planning system. Locally, the Lib Dems
have been raising strong concerns about
this and especially the potential for local
communities to have less of a say on
planning applications. There is also a
proposal to increase the size of
developments which have to include
affordable homes from those with 10 or
more houses to only those with 40 or 50
houses, which could significantly reduce
the number of affordable homes built in
South Norfolk.
Chris Brown, Lib Dem Group leader on
South Norfolk Council, commented, “We
want to see more homes being built,
particularly affordable and social
housing, given the huge gap between
house building and demand for homes
there has been for more than a decade.
But local communities must still be
consulted on the detail of planning
applications and have a chance to
influence them. These national
proposals could also put back
completion of the Greater Norwich

Local Plan, which local residents have
been consulted on for years and we need
to get in place so that future
development can be well planned across
the area.”

South Norfolk Liberal Democrat group
leader Councillor Chris Brown

Supporting the
Coronavirus response
South Norfolk Council has been at the
forefront of the local response to the
pandemic and the staff across the
organisation have been fundamental
to ensuring that residents and
businesses get the help and support
they need at this time. Many have had
to re-train into new roles, with leisure
centres closing and the huge increase
in demand for support for vulnerable
residents whilst still delivering
essential services such as refuse and
recycling collections. Lib Dem
councillors at South Norfolk would
like to extend their great thanks to all
the council staff who have helped
keep things going, help those in
greatest need and are now supporting
the local economy to grow again.
The Lib Dem group on the council
will continue to keep residents needs
at the heart of their activities. We
will support the vital response
necessary and will provide informed
comment, propose improvements and
offer constructive challenge as the
Council manages the many effects
from this, especially in terms of the
future financial impact for the
council.
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CAMPAIGNING FOR
MENTAL HEALTH
Cllr Dave Thomas speaks about the role of fitness
my GP and staying active.

Norfolk County Council looks after
all sorts of things that affect our
lives. From Highways, which you might
struggle to believe is political, through
to things that impact people at different
points in their lives. For example, only a
few percent of us will be dealing with
Adult Social Services at any one time,
but nearly half of us are likely to need
their help later in life. And Children’s
Services protect and promote the
welfare of the children in Norfolk who
are most in need.
The County Council also looks after the
social, physical and mental wellbeing of
all adults across Norfolk – and the way
Norfolk’s disability community has
been treated by the current politicians
on the council has been particularly
shocking. These are by far the largest
departments – but the County Council
also looks after cultural services,
economic development, environment
and planning, the Fire Service, public
health and business support and
development.
Just like we saw in the US elections voting matters! If you’re unhappy with
the way things are run in Norfolk, make
your voice heard later this year and vote
in the County Council elections.
Steffan Aquarone, Liberal Democrat
Group Leader
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The main method I use is running.
Outside of Lockdown I am a member
of a running club and enjoy the
training sessions, events and races
this leads to. These allow me to clear
my head and get swept up in the
positive community spirit that goes
with them.
I was fortunate to get assistance from
my GP but had to wait 13 weeks to
speak to anybody for ongoing
treatment
and
support.
Then
treatment didn’t begin for a further
four months. Not everyone is
fortunate to get treatment and the
wait is horrific.
Staying ac�ve helps mental health
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ONE IN FOUR people will suffer
from mental ill health problems
during their lifetime. Mental Health
accounts for around a quarter of illhealth but only receives 1/8th of the
budget.
These are frightening statistics.
Depression is something I manage
and battle with on regular basis. It
affects us in different ways and we all
develop our own ways of coping. Mine
is mix of prescribed medication from

The Liberal Democrats lead from the
front on mental health, off the back of
the incredible work Sir Norman Lamb
did in government, getting mental
health treated with equal priority to
physical health and introducing
waiting times standards.
In Norfolk we are looking to improve
services in rural areas and reach
people who are isolated under
lockdown. During this mental health
crisis, I believe only the Liberal
Democrats will fight for our
communities to get the funding and
help they need.

Cllrs Suzanne Nuri-Nixon and Anne�e James at one of the play areas
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PLAY PARK SUCCESS
Two play parks had been fenced off for two years
Liberal Democrats’ campaign gets them opened
TWO play park areas in Silfield in
Wymondham
on
the
Taylor
Wimpey and Bovis estates had been
fenced off for two years, without
ever opening for local children to
use.

encouraging families to tie a ribbon
and messages to the steel fencing to
demand the play areas were opened.

With a little help from the local
newspaper, the developers quickly
realised the unwanted publicity was
Swings, slides and other play not good and promptly put a sign up
equipment installed stayed securely saying the play areas would finally
behind steel fencing and in July last open.
year, despite Council run play areas
reopening, developers hid behind Cllr Nuri-Nixon said “The parks are
Covid-19 restrictions, claiming parks now widely used and have helped
were closed for safety reasons.
build friendships among the children
and families who use them. A little bit
But local Lib Dem councillors of people power and exposure from the
Suzanne Nuri-Nixon and Annette press helped this little campaign
James started up a ‘Tie a Ribbon’ succeed.”
campaign with local residents,

Bacton
Sandscaping
NNDC wins
award
Lib
Dem
controlled
North
Norfolk District Council has
been
awarded
the
British
Construction Industry ‘Climate
Resilience Project of the Year’
award for the Bacton to Walcott
Sandscaping Scheme.
The Council led the delivery of the
project to provide coastal protection
to Bacton Gas Terminal and the
villages of Bacton and Walcott. The
scheme
was
designed
and
supervised by Royal HaskoningDHV
and will serve to nourish and
protect the area’s beaches.
The BCIA is the most prestigious
award in the built environment
sector, and demonstrates another
great success for Lib Dems in
local government in Norfolk.

RURAL
CRIME
ON
THE
RISE
WHY LOCAL POLITICS MATTERS
WHY
MATTERS Norfolk needs new Police priorities
EMELYE
EMELYEHARVEY,
HARVEY,26,
22,tells
tellsNorfolk
NorfolkGazette
Gazettewhy
whyshe
shedecided to get into politics
“The idea that lots of young people
are not interested in politics is
simply untrue. The issue is not that
young people are disengaged with
politics, it’s that the system is so
disconnected from them.”
Emelye started campaigning in her
home town of Acle in October, and
explained how she decided - just a few
weeks earlier - to take the plunge into
politics.
“I’m frustrated with the decisions that
are being made - they’re not just
harming me and my generation, but
people of all ages in Norfolk. I decided
to stand rather than carrying on being

frustrated at the
people in power more of us need to
do this.
“Politics definitely
needs to be made
more appealing and
accessible - which is
exactly what I hope to
achieve if elected.

“

“The challenges that young people and
our future generations face are
seemingly complex. It is time the mic
was passed to young people and our
future generations before the damage is
irreversible.”

In a world where crime is on the
rise and police forces have less
funding, we need to increase
police
visibility
in
our
communities to combat crime and
boost confidence.
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reduction in crime in our rural
communities, as well as in our towns
and cities.”

John’s proposals include informing
children in schools about issues
including knife-crime and drug
This is the view of John Crofts, gangs to promote social cohesion and
Liberal Democrat candidate for civic values.
Norfolk’s
Police
and
Crime
Commissioner elections next May.
“It’s not just with our young people
that we need grown-up conversations
“Policing cannot be done to a with: we also need to talk about the
community, it can only be done with impact of mental health provision on
the consent of a community” said crime, and face up to the fact that
John. “We have to address the lack of digital technologies are key to crime
police funding and cuts to local prevention in the future. As ever,
authority youth and social provision there’s a careful balance to be struck
if we want to see a long-term with civil liberties.”

John Crofts, Liberal Democrat candidate for Norfolk’s
Police and Crime Commissioner elections next May

Newdevelopmentsarewelcome
But where is the infrastructure, asks David Fairbairn?

LibDem County candidate David Fairbairn discusses traffic problems and
road safety in White Horse Lane, Trowse with former Parish Councillor Kerry
Prentice and Hazel Smith, current Vice-Chair of Trowse Parish Council

New
housing
brings
benefits - new residents,
often
well
designed
housing
areas,
and
wonderful new facilities
such as the primary
school at Trowse and the
Community Centre in
Poringland,
writes
LibDem team leader for
Henstead
David
Fairbairn.
But new housing brings
problems too.
The only route to the new
school in Trowse is bringing
more traffic to narrow
White Horse Lane. Large
lorries often use the road for
a fast route to the City. The
school is actually outside
the village’s 20 mph speed
restriction and residents
fear there is an accident

waiting to happen. More
needs to be done by the
Council to limit traffic and
make the street safer for
children.
Thanks
to
new
developments, Poringland
Primary is full, with some
children living less than a
mile away being driven to
school in Trowse. And we
know Trowse is at capacity
in some classes. All this was
foreseeable. These are the
most obvious indicators of
the lack of planning and
foresight at County Council.
There is a need for houses,
but there is also a need for
the County Council to step
up and build social and
community infrastructure
to match local population
need.
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SAFERCYCLEROUTES
FORNORFOLK
There is the potential
for so much more cycling
Lock-down has brought
hundreds of cyclists onto
the streets of Poringland,
Stoke Holy Cross and
surrounding villages, with
local bike shops reporting
sales up by a factor of 10.
Yet there is the potential for
so much more cycling. We
have a similar landscape to
the Netherlands and
Denmark, but far fewer of us
regularly take to two wheels.
Many people question how
safe the roads are for regular
daily cycling. Is it too
dangerous to let children
cycle to school? The
congestion from cars around
school gate suggests so.
Norwich has seen a
significant investment in

cycle lanes and has welcomed
the Beryl Bike scheme,
stretching from Bowthorpe to
Thorpe St Andrew and
Whitlingham Country Park in
Trowse. Similar investment
in routes for those near the
city but outside is lacking.
What would it take to get
you cycling regularly – to
work, to school or just
cycling more regularly for
fun and fitness? David
Fairbairn would like to
know what you think.
Email: davidafairbairn@
southnorfolklibdems.org.uk
Or complete our online
survey at:
http://sn.lib.dm/bike

Two minutes with activist David
Where are you from?
I was born in Annan,
Dumfriesshire but I have
lived in Norfolk for more
than 30 years.

meeting local voters,
understanding local issues
and doing everything I can to
help. For me this is what
makes a LibDem activist.

What brought you South?
A great new job at the
Institute of Food Research,
working on a medical
research project funded by
Addenbrooke’s Hospital in
Cambridge.

Independence for
Scotland?
No. NO. NO! Independence is
Scotland’s version of Brexit –
it will solve nothing.

What were you
first impressions
of Norfolk?
It seemed idyllic –
just like
California. It was
so dry and warm
and the sun
always seemed to
shine!
Why did you
become a Liberal
Democrat?
Like many Scots, I started in
the Labour Party. Back in the
80s, the radical left made life
very unpleasant for those
more in the centre of politics.
They did not listen and their
views were unbending.
Nothing changes.
Why are you an activist?
Believe it or not, I like
delivering leaflets! I enjoy

How do you
relax?
Reading nonfiction; often
archaeology or
science.
Favourite TV
show?
Anything
informative. I
have an almost
Presbyterian
dislike of comedy
or drama, but make an
exception for Paul Merton
and Ian Hislop on
Have I Got New for You!
Whiskey - single malt or
blended?
A cup of builders’ tea please
–
I am teetotal.
Porridge or muesli?
Easy. Porridge – preferably
with banana and blueberries.

